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Minutes of the P.S. 204 PTA Meeting  

Thursday, February 16, 2023 
@7:00 P.M. via Zoom 

 
Present at Meeting: 
Josephine Cangelosi (President) 
Jessica Cabral (Vice President) 
Rose Compoccia (Treasurer) 
Maria Cangelosi (Recording Secretary) 
Debra Thompson (Corresponding Secretary) 
Jaime Pei (Financial Secretary) 
Roseann Sainato (Principal) 
15 attendees in total 
 

I. Approval of Minutes 

The January PTA meeting minutes were shared by Maria Cangelosi (Recording Secretary) and approved. 
 

II. New PTA Minutes 

*Josephine Cangelosi (President) welcomes everyone to our February PTA meeting. She starts recording this 
meeting and asks for everyone to put their name in the chat. At today’s meeting, our guest is Elisa Mateo-Saja, 
Community Engagement Manager from NYC Kids Rise. 
 
*Elisa presents information for the Save for College Program. 
What is the NYC Kids Rise program? It is a nonprofit organization that provides families, schools and communities 
with a way to work together to invest in and save for their children's futures. Through the save for college 
program, NYC Kids Rise can build on the college dreams that families have for their children's futures, and the 
hope to make attending and graduating from college and training programs more accessible for every single New 
York City public school student. NYC Kids Rise manages the save for college program in partnership with the New 
York City Department of Education and the City of New York. 
 
The program is designed for all New York City public school students starting in kindergarten, and the program 
was launched citywide last year. This will continue every year going forward. Information about traditional bank 
savings accounts and plans offered by New York State. There are resources for the offices of financial 
empowerment centers in New York City, which offer free financial counseling to families, and you can make an 
appointment with them through their website or through 311. If you want to opt out, you are just not participating 
in the program.  
 
The program is designed as a way of combining several different revenues together. The foundation of the 
program being the NYC Scholarship account that has funds for college and career training.  Families are then able 
to open their own accounts and start saving early, and you can get rewarded for taking those steps. Families are 
not alone in supporting students. Our program is getting support for families through community scholarships, 



which can look different, depending on your community. Local organizations, businesses, and different individuals 
in your neighborhood and across the city can build on these expectations of success for students and contribute 
directly to their scholarship accounts through the community scholarships. NYC Kids Rise works with local 
organizations and businesses to increase those funds for students' accounts. This is a scholarship program, and it's 
a savings program. 
 
The account that your child has is owned by our organization, and your child would be the beneficiary of that 
account. If you have public benefits on your taxes, you don't have to report the scholarship account because the 
family doesn't own it. NYC Kids Rise owns it until the money is taken out, and your child is using it for school.  Now 
that money is invested in the direct plan, the scholarship accounts are invested in the market, and it can fluctuate 
in value from day to day.  
 
If a family takes no action during the opt out period, they get that scholarship account that's open for them. If they 
do nothing after that, that scholarship account is still there. That $100 is there for that child, but it may not grow 
as much in value because it is not getting those building block rewards. When you complete the first building 
block step, you get that first $25. 
 
The family savings account is an optional account that families can open as a part of the program. The family will 
manage this account, so that one would be in their name. When you do taxes for the family savings account, you 
need to report. You can send a code to your family and friends on your child's birthday, and they can directly 
deposit into those accounts to contribute to savings.  
 
Kids Rise does not offer investment advice. We're not going to tell families which one to choose. We're not going to 
tell you which account to open. We just provide you with information about these accounts, so it's never 
investment advice. Our timeline is going to follow a family timeline. If you join a school in January, that's when you 
start your time window. However, most children start school in the fall. When they start kindergarten in the fall, 
they begin what's called our education period. It takes 60 days before a child is enrolled. You have 60 days when 
they're first enrolled in the school before they're eligible for the program to start. The next 30 days after you've 
been enrolled families can choose whether or not they want to participate. You will get an opt out notice sent 
home. If you sign that form, you decide not to participate in the program.  
 
The account is created typically in January, and the automatic NYC scholarship account has been opened and NYC 
Kids Rise allocates the initial $100. Then, it becomes ready for families to activate and view. Families go to the 
website and enter their zip code, date of birth, and the student ID number to activate the account. We never ask 
for social security numbers, account numbers, or credit card information. There are resources available on 
https://nyckidsrise.org/, across Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and YouTube. 
 
Treasurer Report-Rose (Treasurer) 

• January 2023 

• Opening Balance-$14,990.30 

• Total Income-$5,440.17 

• Total Expenses-$4,364.80 

• Closing balance-$16,065.67 
 
Snack sales are important to the PTA funds. Thank you to all the families for your support. 
 
Interim Report 
 

• Beginning Balance as of 7/1/22-$21,553.90 

• Total Income for the period-$50,179.62 

• Total Expenses for the period-$34,113.95 

• Closing Balance as of 1/15/23-$16,065.67 
 
CEC is having elections on Monday, March 13th. The deadline was extended to sign up to be a part of the board. 
 

https://nyckidsrise.org/,


We're planning our spring fling at the Knights of Columbus at the end of April. Invitations went out. Ticket price is $65 
per person. We will have wonderful raffles, a DJ, and a hot buffet. We will need volunteers.  
 
Deadlines for yearbook ads have been extended until tomorrow. When you purchase an ad, it lowers the cost of senior 
dues.  
 
Senior hoodies gifted by the PTA will be given out after the break.  
 

Today, the PTA coordinated a special basketball show with Wizard Dave for the students. 
 
This week was Respect for All.  
 

Important Dates:  
 
No School from Monday, February 20th to Friday, February 24th for Mid-winter recess. Students return to school 
on Monday, February 27th.  
 
Report cards will be given out on Wednesday, March 8th.  
 
The Parent-Teacher Conferences is on Thursday, March 9th.  It is a Half-Day. 

 
*Mrs. Sainato welcomes everyone. Thank You to the PTA and parents for their continuous support.  

We had a wonderful show with the Harlem Wizards, and we are looking forward to more fundraising events with them. 

Thank You to all families for participating in respect for all week. We started the week wearing yellow for friendship on 

Monday. The children are beginning to understand how our habits of character and our Monday affirmations tie into what 

integrity is about, what respect is all about, and how to behave. Tuesday, we wore red for Valentine’s Day. Wednesday 

was the 100th Day. Today, we wore multicolored shirts for the acceptance of the individuality and uniqueness of all 

children. Tomorrow we will wear black to black out bullying. 

We have a brand-new website from Intrado. A big shout out to Mrs. Eckman, who worked hard in putting this together 

and worked very closely with Intrado when trying to transfer our old website into our new website.  There’s going to be 

an unveiling, so we may have a ceremony to showcase our new website. We hope to be complete it by mid-March. A 

letter will be sent home with information about our brand-new website. 

We spoke to schools in the area regarding their graduation dates. Our graduation date has been set for Friday, June 23rd. 

Since the mandates have been dropped, we are looking to do 2 ceremonies in the auditorium. There will not be a rain 

date. 

We surveyed the children for our senior trip, which will be on Thursday, June 15th. We gave them 3 options and Dave 

and Busters was the winner. Mrs. Bonomolo is getting information about the different packages offered. 

I met with the PTA to discuss ideas for senior events such as the Carnival, senior dance, breakfast, and a magic show. 

Senior dues information will be sent home, which covers the yearbook and senior T-shirts. 

After the break, we will be collecting for the senior trip that is not part of the senior dues. 

All this information will be found on the google classroom senior page. 

Test prep after school will be open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students beginning March 1st on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. We are currently at the max of 120 seats. We do have some children on the 

waitlist because we've exceeded 120 seats. We don’t have many teachers, and we didn’t want to have 35 children in a 

classroom. We really wanted to make it more individualized to the students’ needs. You're going to be receiving an 

enrollment letter with the class, the teacher, and dismissal after the break. 

Parents have received their parent surveys. It is very important to complete it. It gives us information regarding family 

concerns and helps us to make improvements to our school. The deadline is March 30th. We are looking to have a raffle, 

ice cream party, or a pizza party for classes who complete 100%. Mrs. Yuen (parent coordinator) explains if you 



complete the paper form, you will need to mail it out on your own. If you complete it online, notify your child's teacher 

so that they can mark it off that you have completed it. 

Marking period 2 ended on February 10th. We opened STARS for teachers to input student grades for the report cards. 

We will review the report card before distribution on March 8th.  The Parent-Teachers conferences will be remote in the 

afternoon and evening on March 9th. 

Our Beehives basketball team is ready to play. The schedule was switched for our first game. It will not be on March 1st, 

but it will be on Friday, March 3rd. Mr. Vasile held a family meeting with those students that were accepted on the 

basketball team. He gave additional information on the schedule. In the spring, we will open it up for a girls’ basketball 

team. Next year, we will be looking to make it a co-ed team. 

The Yankees tickets have sold out for the PTA fundraiser. Mets tickets can still be purchased. 

III. Consideration of Open Issues 

Question: Will the Parent-Teacher Conferences be remote? Mrs. Sainato states that although the mandates have all 
dropped. This year they are still remote. 
 
Question: Why can’t families purchase several ads to lower the cost of senior dues?  Mrs. Sainato responds that 
only one ad can be purchased. This was done before she became principal, and it will be discussed for next year. 
 
Question: Will children be able to come to the basketball games to cheer on their friends? Mrs. Sainato says she 
can’t speak for the other principals when the game is not at home because they may not have a large enough gym. 
The games are limited to families of students on the basketball team. 
 
Concern: My kindergarten child has not been allowed to go the bathroom at recess. Mrs. Sainato responds that 
teachers were told to have students use the bathroom if they go to recess first before eating lunch. She will have a 
conversation with the school aides to have the students use the bathroom. 
 
If anyone has any questions, please let the PTA know. If there are no further questions, thank you so much for 
joining us and we will see you next month. If anyone has any questions before our next PTA meeting, please email 
us anytime at ps204pta@gmail.com. If there are no other questions, the meeting is adjourned. Enjoy the break. 
 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on zoom on Thursday, March 16, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. 
The minutes were adjourned by Josephine Cangelosi at 8:19 PM. 
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